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latter of these campaigns had had a long and chequered history.
Beginning as a defence of our Persian oil supply it had in 1915
advanced too rashly up the Tigris valley, and a British force had
been surrounded, besieged, and compelled to surrender at Kut.
The sufferings inflicted on the rank and file of the army that
surrendered at Kut make one of the most grievous tragedies of
the war. But militarily the misfortune had now been retrieved
by Maude's victorious advance.

'Pacifism'. So the war dragged on, and there seemed no end
to it. Whatever might happen in remote places, the German
western front seemed as unconquerable as ever. Each year, much
more than a million young men (taking all the belligerents
together) were killed, yet each year brought a new 'age-group*
into the field. Would it ever end, and if so how? It was only
natural that in every country voices should be raised, asking
whether it would not be better to try to call a halt, and terminate
the war as a drawn battle. In Germany such voices were ruth-
lessly suppressed; in Britain they were allowed to make them-
selves heard- In November 1917 Lord Lansdowne, formerly
foreign secretary in a Conservative government, published a
letter in the Daily Telegraph suggesting that a peace without
victory might be not only possible but in the circumstances
the best solution. The response showed that public opinion
was overwhelmingly against Him. Whatever might seem the
prospects, we must fight on for complete victory.

Those who agreed with Lansdowne were called pacifists', a
word also used to describe an entirely different class of people,
the Conscientious objectors* who, being men of military age,
refused military service. Of these there were in all 16,000, the
great majority of whom accepted alternative forms of non-
combatant service, often service as stretcher-bearers at the front
which was perhaps as dangerous as ordinary military service but
did not involve actually killing the enemy. 1,300 refused any
form of service, and were sent to prison.

V. 1918

The German offensives. Germany had now one, and only one,
chance of victory, and a limited time within which to secure it,